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The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 10, 2022, at 2 p.m.

The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

—————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Our God, Creator of life, we come in
thankfulness because You have loved
us through all the days of our lives. We
find peace in the knowledge that You
know and accept us as we are. Thank
You for enabling us to run and not be
weary, to walk and not faint. Keep us
always in Your care.

Lord, bless our Senators. Forgive
them when they make mistakes, and
give them hope when they feel discour-
aged. Provide them with wisdom and
courage to live each day as Your chil-
dren.

God bless our Nation. Drive back the
forces of evil that seek to engulf it. Re-
lease the powers of goodness through-
out our world.

And, Lord, we pray for Ukraine.

We pray in Your mighty Name.
Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Senate

MONDAY, MAY 9, 2022

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Morn-
ing business is closed.

———————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Ann Claire Phillips, of Virginia, to be
Administrator of the Maritime Admin-
istration.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Senator from Hawaii.

Ms. HTIRONO. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
HIRONO). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

THE ECONOMY

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, this

last Friday, we learned that U.S. em-

ployers added another 428,000 new jobs
in the month of April. The unemploy-
ment rate is down to 3.6 percent, which
is just about what it was before the
pandemic struck. April marked the
15th consecutive month of job growth
under President Biden, and the United
States has now recovered more than 90
percent of the jobs that were lost dur-
ing the coronavirus pandemic. To put
it into context, when President Biden
took office, 20 million Americans relied
on unemployment benefits just to get
by. Now that number is down to slight-
ly more than 1 million—from 20 million
to 1 million.

This historic progress shows the re-
silience of American workers and small
businesses that battled through more
than 2 years of this unprecedented
health crisis. This is truly an American
success story. It is also the result of
bold and decisive economic actions
taken by the Democrats in Congress
and President Biden.

The American Rescue Plan you will
remember well. It passed without a sin-
gle Republican voting in favor of it last
year. That plan helped us get shots in
the arms, and it provided economic re-
lief to small businesses and unem-
ployed Americans when they needed it
the most.

The bipartisan Infrastructure Invest-
ment and JOBS Act represented a his-
toric investment in America, in our
Nation’s infrastructure—everything
from roads and bridges to expanding
broadband and access in underserved
communities. This legislation is cre-
ating jobs. We see it in the report. It is
helping America stay connected at
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